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Hegel’s Study of Political Economy and Present 
 

[JP] Yoshihiro Niji  
 

1. Conflict between mighty Wealth and mighty Poverty - Hegel's Age (1770-1831) 
Young Hegel considered this conflict to be serious. His idea had not changed in his 

lifetime (from Jena tu Berlin). The contradiction between Production and Consumption, 
that is, the contradiction between Supply and Demand gives rise to economic crisis. 

cf. G.W.F.Hegel, Jenaer Systementwurfe, Natyrphilosophine und Philosophine des 
Geistes, New hrsg.v.Rolf-Peter Horstmann, Hamburg.1987, s.223. 

G.W.F.Hegel, Vorlesungen uber Naturrecht und Staatswissenschaft, Heidelberg 
1817/18 mit Nachtragen aus der Vorlesung 1818/19 Nachgeschrieben von P.Wnnenmann, 
hrsg.v.C.Becker u.a.Hamburg, 1983.S.133.,160f. 

G.W.F.Hegel, Grundlinien der Philosophine des Rechts, in: Werke in zwanzig Banden, 
Band 7, Frankfurt a.M.1970, S.388ff. 

 
2. Hegel’s Acceptance and Criticism of A.Smith's Theory - His discovery of Moderate 

theory - die ruhige Mitte Making much of the mechanism of market and the 
countermeasure against the rupture of this Mechanism. 
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cf. Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, 
W.Strahan and T.Cadell, London, 1776, Book I Chapter 7 : Of the natural and market Price 
of Commodities. 

G.W.F.Hegel, System der Sittlichkeit, in: Hegel Gesammelte Werke, hrsg.v.Manfred 
Baum und Kurt Reiner Meist, Band 5, Hamburg, 1998, S.350ff. 

 
3. Human beings have the right to live. The right to live is absolute essence in Human 

beings and civil society must consider this essence. The standpoint as a Human Being, 
Citizen, and Nation. 

cf. G.W.F.Hegel, Vorlesung uber Naturrecht und Staatswissenschaft, a.a.0.S.160. 
 
4. Present Japan is camouflaged, filled with generalized deception, moral hazard, false 

subcontracted works, sham buildings, insider trading, swindles etc. 
 
5. Duty and Reviving of Modern State Regulation of all Evil - establishment of 

Watching Organ by fair third party and Punishment of all dishonesty Establishment of the 
ministry new labor employments - making new positions for youngsters. 
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